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Socratic Seminar Questions

Literary Nonfiction

What are the assumptions of this text?

Expect that parts that seem not to connect actually do
connect; work to build connections.

Are there contradictions in the text?

Study and learn from descriptive passages

What events would have changed the story?

Readers recognize the complexities of cause and effect.

What would you do or say if you were_______________ ?

Reread new parts and/or old parts to deepen
understandings.

What might be some other good titles for this?

Does this text have a message to convey? What is it?

How applicable is this theme for our society today?

How do you support that position from this work?

Could your paraphrase what _____ said and your
reaction to that idea?

What is the counterargument?

Can you give me an example?

Reread key sections like a social scientist.

The Theme of Happiness: Harvard Research Study & Missing Piece

To Synthesize and Think Crit ical ly in Complex Texts.. .

Argument Essay Structure

Define the debate

Reason 1

Evidence a, b, c

Forecast your reasons (Thesis Statement)

One reason that... is that...

Acknowledge the sides, and restate or redefined
the claim

Make a clear claim

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c

Reason 2

Evidence a, b, c
A second reason that... is that...

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c

Reason 3

Evidence a, b, c
The final reason that... is that...

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c


