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INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISN

To Write a News Story, Journalists...

1. Find drama in the world around them
- In extraordinary, community or, everyday events
- Events that impact us now or in the future

2. Practice close observation , capturing the 5 Ws
-Who , What, Where When , Why?

3. Are Efficient
- Journalists write lean, meaningful, prose under deadline,

- Must capture their readers attention

4. Use an objective tone

They record facts, quotations, and accurate, important
details

5. Angle the story for social significance

0. Raise the level with suggestive details, grace
notes delightful jolts, and a unified focus
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INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

To Write a News Story, Journalists...

7. Seek related stories that illuminate issues
that matter to the writer and the community

8. Use narrative craft such as action, dialogue, &
setting to reveal central ideas and evoke compassion

9. Engage readers’ interests and move them
toward a bigger truth, with narrative and
information techniques.

10. Apprentice to masterful writers by reading
work closely and mimicking their craft and
structure

11. Deepen readers’ associations and connections
with analogies and allusions

Example ... like Rosa Parks)
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